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I – MARVEL:
In the last couple of years we have seen a resurgence of comic book heroes. Comic books have
gained in popularity and a few movies have been made that highlight them. Movies like the xmen and the avengers just to name a couple. In the X-men the premise is that most of the
characters were born with some mutation in their genes that gave them some kind of powers
that normal humans don’t have. But in the Avenger’s and other Marvel movies they got their
powers from an outside even.
Just to name a few we have:
 Spiderman, who got bit by a radioactive spider and can now scale walls and swing from
webs
 The Hulk, who was bombarded by gamma rays and now turns green and turns into a
muscle bound destruction machine
 Superman, who can fly, stop a speeding train or a bullet and has x-ray vision because he
is not controlled by things on earth like gravity.
 Iron Man, who gets his power from a suit he made full of all kinds of gadgets
 And Captain America who was injected with some kind of experimental serum to make
him a super soldier
They were all given their powers by outside sources. Without these powers they would be
nothing. Just people like everyone else. But when they depend on and use these powers they
get things done. They are able to do much more than a normal human being could get done.
They become what we call “Super Heroes.” They go about protecting humans and the universe
from destruction by whatever evil force is up to no good at the time.
II – OUR POWER:
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I want to talk to you that you have super powers also. That your power comes from an outside
source just like theirs. Ours comes from the Holy Spirit. I’ll show you this through the story of
Pentecost, which the church celebrates today.
If you open your Bibles and look at the book of Acts, Chapter 1 you’ll see how Jesus appeared
to his disciples between Easter morning and the time he ascended into heaven. They kept
asking him when he was going to get on with the job of freeing Israel and restoring the
kingdom they knew in the old days, before all the foreign oppression. He rose from the dead
so he can surely take care of that minor detail. He tells them that God is in charge of all that
and they didn’t need to know such things. But it’s in verse 8 that I see the super power they
are about to receive. It says:
8

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Did you see it? Jesus told his disciples that they would receive power from the Holy Spirit!
They didn’t need to leave Krypton or get bit by a spider in a lab they only had to wait and
receive the power that Jesus was sending their way. And this power would enable them to be
witnesses for Jesus and tell everyone, everywhere about him and what he did for all of
Creation.
I get asked all the time about how people can share the Good News with others, about how to
get over the fear of being a witness for Jesus, about how to live the life of a disciple. They just
don’t think they can do it. As I look at this passage and then the story of Pentecost I have to
say the answer is that they evidently have not accepted the power Jesus gives them through
the Holy Spirit. You have to “power up” before you can “speak up” and do it right!
III – ACTS:
That’s what I see happening in the story of Pentecost you heard read a few moments ago. I see
the disciples receiving the power that Jesus had promised them would come and then they
were able to speak up as he commanded them to do.
The picture is this…they are gathered together with the believers when all of a sudden there
came the loud roaring sound from heaven like a tornado passing through and the sound filled
the house where they were all sitting. And if this wasn’t enough to get their attention and
show them that something supernatural was taking place, what appeared to be flames started
touching them, dancing on them. And it says that “everyone present was filled with the Holy
Spirit.” I don’t want you to think of this like filling a water glass. This filling was God’s Holy
Spirit permeating every fiber in their being. They had all just received their super power!
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They all began to speak in foreign languages so that all those from near or far that had
congregated in the city for the festival could hear and understand what they were saying
because it was in their own language. It says that “the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.” They
had the power!
And then Peter showed that he was powered up to speak up. He stepped out and gave the
first public Christian witness as he preached to the crowd and assured them they were not
drunk…they just had their new power.
And the Good News, besides the story of Jesus and our Salvation, is that Peter pointed out this
empowerment was not just for them, but that the prophet Joel had told everyone it would be
happening and that all people could receive that power:
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‘In the last days,’ God says,
‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy.
Your young men will see visions,
and your old men will dream dreams.
18
In those days I will pour out my Spirit
even on my servants—men and women alike—
and they will prophesy.
We still receive the power and we are still called to speak up.
IV – TEXT:
And there are other benefits to having this power from the Holy Spirit besides just the ability
to tell others about Jesus. Listen to some of them Paul tells us about in this morning’s text
from Romans:
Romans 8:14-17 (NLT)
14

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 So you have not received a
spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as
his own children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.” 16 For his Spirit joins with our spirit to
affirm that we are God’s children. 17 And since we are his children, we are his heirs. In fact,
together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to share his glory, we must also
share his suffering.
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The Spirit’s ministry we find in this short passage is to testify and confirm the fact that
believers truly are the children of God. As a shepherd leads its sheep, the Holy Spirit leads
those who have been adopted into the family of God as children of God.
It lets us know that to be successful in fighting against the things of this world we need to be
assured that we have been claimed by God and equipped with his resources. When we read
that we have been adopted it’s to let us know that we have standing in this family. That God
has done what he needed to do to make us his and nothing can take us away. God, through his
Spirit, has made a permanent announcement that we are his, he is our Abba.
The Holy Spirit speaks to our spirit to give us assurance that we belong to the family in heaven.
That we have Salvation through Christ.
There is a cost to discipleship. We do sometimes suffer for our beliefs and standing, but since
we have been adopted…not just fostered, we have an inheritance that cannot be taken away.
Our inheritance is new and eternal life.
V – SPIRIT POWER:
The Holy Spirit is the divine, life giving power that is active in all who are believers. This is the
Spirit that helps us reshape our lives so they are pleasing to God, so we act like God’s children
and not children of the world. It is the Spirit who shows us God’s unconditional love and
generosity. It is the guidance of the Spirit that focuses us on hope and life instead of
condemnation and failure.
It is by Spirit Power that “The” church of Jesus Christ was formed and it is by Spirit Power that
his church called Bucyrus UMC has been built and prospers. We believe that the Spirit
continues to touch and guide believers and the community of Faith. The symbol of the United
Methodist Church is called the cross and flame. The cross for what Jesus did, and the flame to
remind us the Holy Spirit continues to work in us and through us.






The Spirit brought Power
The Spirit brought Courage
The Spirit brought a Father
The Spirit brought a Family
The Spirit brought a Purpose

How will we live that out?

AMEN
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