
May 11, 2020 Prayer Letter 

 

It’s Sunday afternoon as I sit down to the computer in my home office to work on 

this week’s letter to you all. I am fortunate that my desk sits in front of a window 

that gives me excellent view of the yard outside. The first thing I notice is how 

much different it looks from just one week ago. Spring has finally arrived. The 

maple trees have leaves on them and are a vivid green. The pine trees have spots of 

brown where pinecones will form between now and fall. The crab apple tree 

between my window and the barn is flowering and getting that maroon color to it. 
 

Not only do the trees signal the change of season but so do the animals. The yard 

has numerous baby bunnies hopping around and hiding. The robins who started 

early have little ones that have jumped out of the nest and are hopping around 

trying to fly but just not able yet. The goose eggs I told you about a couple of 

letters ago went from 4 as reported to six. They have all now hatched and are 

wondering around the yard with mom and dad eating bugs and plants and whatever 

else they can find for their little bellies. 
 

As I watch all of this I am reminded that everything changes. No matter what we 

wish for, no matter how much we dislike the fact, everything changes. It has been 

my experience that most of the time change is a good thing. Staying the same gets 

you the same. Change gets you new things. I want my great granddaughter to 

change and grow up. I want to have the Word of God change me to a new and 

better follower of Christ. I want to grow and understand more things and in more 

ways. I don’t want to preach the same sermon each week or sing the same songs. 

Change can be a good thing even if we don’t like it. On my desk is a hand written 

note that reminds me that “If you’re not moving ahead, you’re falling behind.” We 

must change to stay current and find new ways to carry the Gospel message to 

others. 
 

The Church of Jesus is in a deep time of change right now. The Covid-19 virus has 

made us change the way we get you the message each week, how we convey 

prayers to you, how we conduct business, how we minister to our shut-ins and sick, 

and the list grows daily of the changes we’ve made or are making. This is not the 

end of it.  It will continue on into the foreseeable future. As we contemplate 

reopening the church at some time in the future we have to answer questions and 

make choices which will change the old normal. Things like not passing the plate 

so everyone touches it. How the ushers will dismiss people so they don’t gather at 

the rear, how to seat people, how to sanitize between services, and whether or not 

we’ll be able to have Sunday School at first. And these are just a few of the things 

we’re dealing with. All of them mean change but I don’t believe that means a 



negative and can actually mean a positive. I believe that “God’s got this” and we’ll 

be okay and stronger as we come out of it. I also believe that through it all God’s 

glory will shine and be seen by others. Knowing this I have chosen to embrace 

change instead of fighting it. God can and will use these circumstances to 

strengthen his Church. 
 

I also want to make sure I say thank you on behalf of myself and the finance 

committee for being faithful in your giving during this time in our history. Because 

of all of you we have been able to continue operations and ministries of the church. 

Your generosity allows us to show God’s glory as we serve them and help them 

stay afloat during their challenges due to the Covid-19. May your generosity and 

God’s blessings continue! 
 

Blessings & Love, Pastor Mike 

  

O Lord, how strange it is praying with people on the internet. It would be so 

much more intimate if I was able to hold their hand while I prayed instead of 

holding a keyboard. And yet I know you are an amazing God. A God who can 

do the impossible and a God who Isaiah says is making new roads in the desert 

for his children to find him. So I know that the Holy Spirit is involved in these 

prayers. I know that Jesus is on your right side telling you we are praying and 

making our petitions known to you. I’m trusting that you have heard and 

received these prayers as I’ve made them before putting them on paper. O God 

as the Psalmist says, we pray you bend close to the earth and hear all that we 

bring to you. 
 

O Lord, help us through these times. Help us to meet the challenges and 

roadblocks we face with optimism. With the outlook that they are all an 

opportunity to see you at work, and to allow ourselves to be used for that work. 

May everyone know by our actions that our God is alive and well and we still 

believe he is in control and will see us through this as he has everything else 

through the ages. It’s in the name of your Son we ask it all, AMEN. 

 


