
WEEKLY LETTER – WEEK OF JUNE 29, 2020 
 

This coming weekend will mark the midpoint of our year as we 

celebrate the 4th of July.  I read a neat article about the beginnings of 

the 4th in the AARP Magazine.  (No comments from the peanut gallery, 

please!  I’m not a subscriber—I was just given the article!) 
 

It says that the 4th of July is a “celebration of our Founding Fathers’ 

boldness and bravery in that steamy Philadelphia summer of 1776, 

when they adopted—unanimously—the Declaration of Independence.  

This document presented to a curious world the best case ever made 

for humanity’s inalienable rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of 

happiness.  It’s our nation’s birth certificate.  
 

John Adams, 2nd President of the U. S., told us to mark Independence 

Day with ‘Pomp and Parade, with Shows, Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, 

Bonfires and Illuminations.’ And as a nation, we’ve been doing it that 

way since 1777.” 
 

So how do we celebrate the 4th of July—or any day—during a pandemic?  I 
submit to you this Bible verse:  27 The man answered, “‘You must love 
the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all 
your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  (Luke 10:27) 

  
I’ve got to tell you, I love the 4th of July!  I used to love going into Knoxville to 
watch the fireworks, or if I couldn’t get to Knoxville, we would go to the 
Alcoa Duck Pond and watch extravagant displays of beauty all set to music.  
It was moments like that that always gave me chills and also would cause 
me to pause and thank God above for the incredible privileges I have as a US 
Citizen.  I am grateful for all of those who fought for our freedom.  I’m a part 
of a military family and that patriotism is strong. 
  
But even beyond my love of country, my love of God is the strongest!  
Because God first loved me, I love God.  And my love of God dictates 
everything else.  My love of God allows me to love my family.  My love of 



God allows me to love my neighbors who are close by and even around the 
world.  
  
How do we celebrate the 4th of July this year?  By loving those around 
us…just like God would do!  By reaching out to the least among us, the lost 
around, and the last behind us.  Isn’t that what we’re called to do?  Because 
God loves us, we are then called to share that love with others. 
  
May your 4th be a wonderful day of celebrating our nation’s birthday, but 
more than that, may it be a day of celebrating God’s great love for us that 
allows us to come together as one body.  ONE nation UNDER God!  Happy 
4th! 

  

As we begin to function again, let me remind you of the upcoming 

meetings: 

        On Monday – Our tentative plan is July 6th the offices will open 
back up from 9A-1P, Monday thru Friday (This is a delay due to 
precautionary measures we must take.) 

        July 2—6-7:30p.m.—Lenten Bible Study 

        July 9—6-7:30p.m.—Lenten Bible Study 

        On Friday – July 3rd the clothing closet will resume operations from 
10A-12P 

        The July slate of church committee meetings will resume. This 
includes: 

o   SPRC on 7th @ 5:30PM 

o   Missions on 14th @ 5:30PM 

o   Trustees on 14th @ 7:30PM 

o   Finance on 16th @ 5:30PM 

o   Administrative Council on 28th @ 5:30PM 

        Grief to Life Group will meet on Monday, July 13 at 6p.m. at 
Aumiller Park.  Please bring a lawn chair, and a meal only for you.  No 
sharing please!  

        Dream Team will meet on Tuesday, August 4 at 5:30.m. at the 
A/O.  Please read Chapter 1 of “Five Practices”.  



  

Peace and Blessings! 

  
Pastor Becky 

Let us Pray… 

  
Almighty God, We come to honor you this day. We come to acknowledge 
that you are the only one who can rightly lead and guide our country. 

  
Lord, we lift up prayer for our country. 
We ask that you would bless our country with your wisdom, your love, and 
your compassion. May we be a people who are pursuing you and your plans 
for us - individually and corporately. 
  
Lord, we lift up prayer for our leaders. 
Lord, we ask for blessings on our leaders. May these servants who are in 
positions of authority take that responsibility seriously and do their very 
best each day. May they realize their need for you and for your direction. 
May they hear your voice as they make their decisions, and may they follow 
your guidance. May they have a passion for people, for truth, and for 
righteousness. 
  
Lord, we lift up prayer for our troops. 
Lord, we ask for blessings on our service men and women. We ask 
protection for all our men and women in uniform both here and around the 
world. We are grateful for their service and their dedication to keeping our 
nation safe. We pray that you would keep them safe. 
  
We thank you for our blessings of life and liberty. May our country 
continually show love and honor to you. May our dedication to you cause us 
to reach out to all the other nations and people groups with a strong desire 
for peace and harmony to be displayed whenever possible. 
  
We ask all these things in the name of your beloved son, Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 


