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December 13, 2020

“LIFE GOES ON (Part 1)”
Pastor Mike Corwin
3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
TEXT: LUKE 2:1-7
I – TEXT:
The traditional Christmas story we read and hear at this time of year is this from the Gospel of Luke:
Luke 2:1-7 (NLT) The Birth of Jesus
2 At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the Roman
Empire. 2 (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 All returned to their own
ancestral towns to register for this census. 4 And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go
to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. 5 He took
with him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a child.
6 And

while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. 7 She gave birth to her firstborn son. She
wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no lodging available for them.
II – TROUBLES:
We read that story and we get all giddy inside. It’s almost like we have visions of sugar plums dancing through
our head, except in this case it would be visions of angels singing in our head. But as I look at the story and I put
my Grinch mode in to play I see an entirely different picture.
I see a man and his fiancée that have had their lives disturbed by the government of the day. The two have
worked through their problems of Mary being pregnant with the child of God, not of Joseph. This had already
put a burden on him as he decided to take her home as if they were married but not having any marital relations
until after this child was born as the Gospel of Matthew tells us. Sam’s club wasn’t in style yet so the carpenter
Joseph was probably rushing around building cribs and playpens for the expected one, and Mary must have
been busy preparing snuggling clothes and let’s not forget diapers. There was much to be prepared for the
coming of this baby.
And then the emperor had the audacity to order a census be taken. And the census takers didn’t come to your
house and ask you the questions and fill out the form for you. Noooooo – you had to return to the place your
family claimed as your original home. This meant that Joseph had to pack up his pregnant wife (described in
some of the translations as “obviously pregnant”) and take her from Nazareth to Bethlehem. This was a trip of
about 90 miles for the two of them. Whether she walked or rode a donkey as tradition imagines, it doesn’t
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matter. It has been my experience that pregnant women do not make great traveling companions and I’m sure
if Mary was “obviously pregnant” she would fit into this category. There would have been many stops for
bathroom and rest breaks, something to eat, and I’m guessing a lot of moaning and groaning. Not a good family
vacation!
But they finally made it. They got top Bethlehem as the government said that they must and we find out there
were no reservations made for them to stay. Hotel 6 did not leave the light on! The place was full and packed
with people who had been commanded to travel there too. So they head to the barn with the smelly and noisy
animals. Sleep with the critters.
And just when you thought it couldn’t get any worse the baby decides it’s time. This baby Jesus was coming
tonight, ready or not, and was born in that barn. They had no baby supplies. The clothes and crib was back in
Nazareth. So they had to wrap him in torn pieces of cloth…in rags and lay him in the feed trough for his first bed.
Not my idea of how I would want my child to be born. Yours??
III – TODAY:
As I fast forward over 2000 years I see a lot of similarities. We may even consider the conditions today as worse
than that. In the middle of our pandemic our government still conducted a census. It takes place every 10 years
and the good Lord forbid that we would slow it down or postpone it because we have to go through the process
of redesigning districts to enhance one party or the others electability or sustainability in a geographical region.
Then on top of that we had major elections. Except for the ceaseless arguing and politicking I would have voted
to postpone that until after the pandemic too! We postponed everything else.
Today there’s plenty of room at the inn but no one will travel or stay there. Too risky. You can’t get elective
surgery procedures done due to the virus, and most the time you have to speak to your doctor on the computer
instead of in person. I can only imagine what it's like to have a baby during these trying times.
You can’t find cleaning supplies, grocery choices are limited, and travel has been limited, and vacations are nonexistent. On top of all of that people have been isolated from their loved ones, people have died due to the
pandemic, people have lost their jobs, and poverty has risen as has mental illness and substance abuse.
What are we going to do???????
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“LIFE GOES ON (Part 2)”
Rev. Becky Stephens
3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Text: Matthew 1:18-25 (NLT)
Pastor Mike ended his sermon by asking the question, “What are we going to do?” Hang on to that question.
We’ve heard the Birth Narrative as told by Luke. Let’s now listen to the story told by Matthew in Chapter 1,
verses 18-25.
Matthew 1:18-25 (NLT)
18 This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But before
the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit.
19 Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he
decided to break the engagement quietly.
20 As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel
said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit.
21 And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
22 All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet:
23 “Look! The virgin will conceive a child!
She will give birth to a son,
and they will call him Immanuel,
which means ‘God is with us.’”
24 When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife. 25 But he did
not have sexual relations with her until her son was born. And Joseph named him Jesus.
The story of Jesus’ birth in Matthew’s gospel is seen through the eyes of Joseph; in Luke’s gospel, we see it
through Mary’s. The central fact is the same; but instead of Luke’s picture of an excited Galilean girl, learning
that she is to give birth to God’s Messiah, Matthew shows us the more sober Joseph, discovering that his
fiancée is pregnant. The only point where the two stories come close is when the angel says to Joseph, as
Gabriel said to Mary, ‘Don’t be afraid,’ That is an important word for us, too, as we read the accounts of Jesus’
birth.
Fear at this point is normal. This text reminds us that the preparations for the first Christmas were anything
but conventional and were far from “proper.” Joseph, whom the text calls a righteous man, discovers that his
soon-to-be wife is pregnant. To Joseph, the pregnancy is a violation of social convention and ethics for an
unmarried woman. He decides to divorce Mary, the more humane of his legal options. Maybe out of
kindness, or regret, he will do this quietly in order not to shame her, and he realizes that things are not going
to go as planned or as convention would have it. Mary has simply violated the important moral rule that she
should not be pregnant when they were married.

We are all like Joseph at times, aren’t we? We go about our business and do not want to make trouble; we
just handle things quietly and without a fuss. Joseph remained faithful to Mary because God, as God often
does, intervened in an unexpected way. God sent an angel to appear to Joseph in a dream. The angel
basically said, “I know this is not what you expected, Joseph, but it is going to be OK. God is about to do
something wonderful, despite the fact that according to Jewish custom and law you are in a rather socially
unacceptable situation.”
That’s the message part of this text brings—that unexpected things, things outside of convention can often be
wonderful signs that God is at work. Life goes on! Amid all our less-than-picture-perfect Christmases—
especially this year where we can’t even be together with our friends and loved ones, the Christmas trees that
are not quite as perfect as we want them to be, the lives that are not as perfect as we want them to be, God
does something new!
Somehow, Joseph has to trust this strange news: that this child is from the Holy Spirit; that he already has a
name, Jesus; and that he will save people from their sins. What begins here—what God announces—is a
human being who will somehow show us a different way to be.
The news that Joseph receives catches him off guard. At this point in the story, he is totally unaware of the
journey that will take the one he will call Jesus from Bethlehem to Jerusalem, from the temple to the cross to
the empty tomb. If Joseph were told all of that, the news might overwhelm him even more than the news he
has received. So many times God opens a door for us, or gives us a vision, asking us to trust and follow.
How has your life been interrupted? In the midst of that interruption, what is the word from God? To pick up
with Pastor Mike’s question, “What are we going to do?”
Maybe God has called you to do something strange and unexpected. What’s holding you back? What is
keeping you from trusting God and following?
Maybe what you hear is the angel’s voice that keeps echoing throughout the Gospels… “Do not be afraid!”
Allow those words to give you peace and comfort in these fearful times. But may they also give you the
courage to stand tall and do what is right in the eyes of God.
Those are the small steps God call us to. As Mary and Joseph journeyed to the first Christmas, they did not
know where God would take them; all they knew was that something wonderful had been promised and that
they were to follow. Life goes on, my friends! So, too, the text calls us to rise and follow God’s call, not
knowing where they journey will take us, or the path that God has set before us. Life goes on!
Remember, unexpected things, things outside of convention can often be wonderful signs that God is at work.
For Joseph, it was his fiancée announcing she was pregnant. Joseph heard the angel’s words. He listened. He
trusted and he followed.
For us, for one, it is our lives being interrupted by “The Rona”. We can’t go to church. For some, we can’t go
to school. We have to wear a mask. Some have lost their jobs. Some are working from home. Some are
hospitalized. Some have even died. Some will have effects that will last their lifetime. We can’t hug or touch.
To quote the Grinch, it is the year that “Stink! Stank! Stunk!”
Ephesians 3:20 reminds us that “Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by
his power at work within us!” Even with something as bad and deadly as ‘The Rona.’ God is already in the
midst! In a world full of doubters, haters, naysayers…be a Joseph—do not be afraid, trust in the work of God
and follow! Life goes on!

